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SUBJECT: SINGAPORE STUDENTS PROTEST AGAINST EXPULSION OF 
FOREIGN STUDENT ACTIVISTS 

REFS: (A) SINGAPORE 4950; (B) SINGAPORE 4546 

1. SUMMARY. RISING STUDENT PROTEST AGAINST THE EXPULSION 
OF SIX FOREIGN STUDENTS FROM SINGAPORE HAS CULMINATED IN 
THE PRESENTATION OF TEN DEMANDS UPON THE UNIVERSITY ADMINIS- 
TRATION BY THE UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE STUDENT UNION. ALTHOUGH 
THE DEPUTY VICE-CHANCELLOR ASSURED A RALLY OF 2,000 STUDENTS 
THAT POLICE AND MILITARY PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN AN ANNUAL 
INTERNAL SECURITY EXERCISE WOULD NOT ENTER THE CAMPUS. HE SAID 
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HE COULD NOT RESPOND TO THE DEMAND TO REINSTATE THE SIX DEPOR 
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TED STUDENTS AND PROMISED TO ANSWER THE OTHER DEMANDS OVER THE 
NEXT FEW DAYS. MEANWHILE, THE TRIAL OF STUDENT LEADER TAN WAH 
PIOW ENTERED ITS THIRD DAY BEFORE A PACKED COURTROOM OF TAN 
SYMPATHIZERS. IN A RELATED DEVELOPMENT, AN AUSTRALIAN STUDENT 
LEADER LEFT SINGAPORE AFTER BEING FRUSTRATED IN HIS EFFORTS TO 
ATTEND THE TRIAL AND CONTACT LOCAL STUDENTS. THE GOVERNMENT'S 
ACTION IN DEPORTING THE FOREIGN STUDENTS MAY WELL HAVE BEEN TIMED 
TO THWART GROWING STUDENT ACTIVISM BY REMOVING SEVERAL KEY 
LEADERS FROM THE SCENE. IN FACT, THE EXPULSION HAS BECOME A 
RALLYING POINT FOR SINGAPORE STUDENTS. THE GOVERNMENT 
APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN BY SURPRISE AND IT IS UNCLEAR 
AT THIS POINT HOW IT PLANS TO RESPOND. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE DEPORTATION OF ONE HONG KONG AND FIVE 
MALAYSIAN CHINESE STUDENTS FROM SINGAPORE HAS 
PRECIPITATED PROTEST DEMONSTRATIONS ON THE CAMPUSES OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE AND SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC WHICH HAVE 
ATRACTED A GROWING NUMBER OF SYMPATHIZERS. ACCORDING TO 
STRAITS TIMES AND NEW NATION REPORTS, ON DECEMBER 1 1 MORE THAN 
300 UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE STUDENTS AND 150 ENGINEERING STU- 
DENTS AT THE POLYTECHNIC CAMPUSES BOYCOTTED CLASSES TO ATTEND 
RALLIES. THE FOLLOWING MORNING "HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS." LARGELY 
FROM THE FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE TO WHICH MOST OF EXPELLED 
STUDENTS BELONGED, REPORTEDLY SKIPPED CLASSES 

TO ATTEND RALLIES. THE FOLLOWING MORNING "HUNDREDS 
OF STUDENTS." LARGELY FROM THE FACULTY 
OF ARCHITECTURE TO WHICH MOST OF EXPELLED STUDENTS 
BELONGED, REPORTEDLY SKIPPED CLASSES TO ATTEND RALLIES AT THE 
BUKIT TIMAH CAMPUS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE. TWO RALLIES 
INVOLVING 150 AND 300 STUDENTS RESPECTIVELY WERE HELD ON 
THE DIFFERENT CAMPUSES AT SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC. 

3. ON DECEMBER 12, A 30-MEMBER DELEGATION FROM THE UNIVERSTIY 

OF SINGAPORE STUDENT UNION (USSU) PRESENTED A PETITION TO 
THE DEPUTY VICE CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY, REGINALD 
QUAHE, PRESENTING TEN DEMANDS TO THE UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION. 
THESE INCLUDED (A) A REQUEST THAT THE UNIVERSITY NOT ALLOW 
POLICE AND MILITARY TO ENTER UNIVERSITY GROUNDS IN CONNECTION 
WITH A THREE-DAY ANNUAL INTERNAL SECURITY EXERCISE SCHEDULED 
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TO BEGIN DECEMBER 13; (B) THE REIN ST ATMENT OF THE SIX 
FOREIGN STUDENTS WHOSE STUDENT PASSES WERE CANCELLED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT AND WHO WERE DEPORTED FROM SINGAPORE; AND (C) THE A- 
BOLITION OF RULES SET OUT IN A BOOKLET OF GUIDELINES 
FOR STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS WHICH ALLEGEDLY "RESTRICTED OR CURBED 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES ON CAMPUSES" AND (D) AN ASSURANCE THAT ACTION 
WOULD NOT BE TAKEN AGAINST STUDENTS WHO DID NOT ATTEND LECTURES 
IN ORDER TO ATTEND RALLIES. 
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4. THE DEPUTY VICE-CHANCELLOR APPEARED BEFORE AN EVENING RALLY 
OF 2,000 STUDENTS ON DECEMBER 12 AND ASSURED THEM THAT POLICE 
AND MILITARY PERSONNEL WOULD NOT ENTER THE BUKIT TIMAH CAMPUS 
DURING THE SECURITY EXERCISE. HE NOTED THAT THE SIX STUDENTS 
HAD NOT BEEN EXPELLED BY THE UNIVERSITY AND, THEREFORE, COULD 
NOT RESPOND TO THIS REQUEST. HE SAID HE COULD NOT ANSWER THE 
REMAINING DEMANDS BUT PROMISED A POINT-BY POINT ANSWER OVER THE 
NEXT EIGHT DAYS. DURING THE MEETING, HE WAS REPEATEDLY INTERRUP- 
TED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE USSU TAN WAH PIOW WHO INSISTED THAT 
HE GIVE A STRAIGHT "YES" OR "NO" ANSWER TO THE DEMANDS. 

5. MEANWHILE, THE TRIAL OF SINGAPORE STUDENT LEADER 

TAN WAH PIOW AND TWO CO-DEFENDENTS (INDUSTRIAL WORKERS) 

ON RIOTING CHARGES (REF B) ENTERED ITS THIRD DAY. AT THE OUTSET TAN 
DIMISSED HIS LAWYER AND SINCE THEN HAS BEEN CONDUCTING A SPIRITED 
DEFENSE. THE DISTRICT COURT JUDGE HAS GIVEN HIM CONSIDERABLE 
LATITUDE, BUT FINALLY RULED OUT HIS PERSISTENT ATTEMPTS TO 
CROSS-EXAMINE NTUC PRESIDENT PHEY YEW KOK CONCERNING HIS 
QUALIFICATIONS TO REPRESENT THE WORKERS AND ON LABOR AND 
AND INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS LEADING TO THE LAY-OFF AT THE AMERICAN 
MARINE SHIPYARD. HE ALSO REFUSED TAN'S MOTION TO DELAY THE 
TRIAL SO THAT HE COULD ATTEND A STUDENT PROTEST MEETING. 
HOWEVER, HE DID GRANT TAN'S APPLICATION TO SUBPOENA THREE OF 
THE EXPELLED STUDENTS AS MATERIAL WITNESSES. THE COURTROOM HAS 
BEEN PACKED WITH TAN SUPPORTERS. 

6. IN A PARTIALLY RELATED DEVELOPMENT, IMMIGRATION OFFICIALS 
SEIZED THE PASSPORT OF IAN MACDONALD, PRESIDENT-ELECT OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN STUDENTS UNION WHO ARRIVED IN SINGAPORE TO ATTEND 
TAN'S TRIAL. ALTHOUGH HE WAS NOT PERMITTED TO ATTEND THE 
TRIAL OR TO SPEAK TO SINGAPORE STUDENTS, HE SOMEHOW MANAGED 
TO CONVEY A MESSAGE THROUGH THE USSU WHICH WAS READ OUT 
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AT THE MASS RALLY ON DECEMBER 12 PLEDGING THE SUPPORT OF 
AUSTRALIAN STUDENTS FOR THEIR SINGAPORE COUNTERPARTS. HE 
LEFT FOR BANGKOK DECEMBER 12. 

7. THE STRAITS TIMES REPORTED THE EXPULSION OF SIX FOREIGN 
STUDENTS IN BANNER HEADLINES AND THE NEW NATION GAVE 
INITIAL HEAVY COVERAGE TO THE CAMPUS REACTION. SUBSEQUENTLY, 

THE STRAITS TIMES GAVE FRONTPAGE COVERAGE TO THE DEPORTATION 
OF THE AUSTRALIAN STUDENT LEADER, BUT REPORTED THE DEMONSTRA- 
TIONS AT THE UNIVERSITY AND THE TRAIL OF TAN WAH PIOW ON 
PAGES 1 1 AND 17. THE CHINESE PRESS COVERAGE OF THE STUDENT 
EXPULSIONS AND THE TAN WAH PIOW TRIAL HAS BEEN COMPLETE BUT 
HANDLED IN LOW KEY. 

8. INFORMATION NOTE: TOTAL STUDENT ENROLLEMENT AT THE UNI- 
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VERSITY OF SINGAPORE IS APPROXIMATLEY 5,300. 20 PERCENT OF THE 
STUDENTS LIVE IN COLLEGES FOR HOSTELS ON OR NEAR CAMPUS. THE 
TOTAL ENROLLMENT AT SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC IS APPROXIMATELY 7,000 
(4,000 FULL-TIME AND 3,000 PART-TIME). ENROLLEMENT AT NANYANG 
UNIVERSITY IS 2,500. THERE HAS BEEN LITTLE OVERT REACTION 
TO DATE AT NANYANG UNIVERSITY, POSSIBLY BECAUSE OF ITS 
ISOLATED LOCATION IN THE WESTERN PART OF THE ISLAND. 

9. COMMENT. THE DEPORTATION OF THE SIX FOREIGN STUDENTS 
JUST HOURS PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING OF TAN'S TRIAL MAY WELL 
HAVE BEEN DESIGNED TO THWART GROWING STUDENT ACTIVISM BY 
REMOVING SEVERAL KEY LEADERS FROM THE SCENE. THE GOVERNMENT'S 
ACTION SEEMS TO HAVE BACKFIRED AND EXPULSION MAY HAVE 
CREATED A NUMBER OF INDIGENOUS ACTIVISITS TO REPLACE THOSE 
WHO WERE DEPORTED. UP TO NOW, MOST OF SINGAPORE'S 
STUDENTS HAVE SHUNNED DEMONSTRATIONS AND ANTI-GO VERNEMENT 
ACTIVITIES. WHILE THE MAJORITY ON CAMPUS CONTINUE TO BE 
APOLITICAL, AN INCREASING NUMBER ARE ATTENDING THE RALLIES 
AND SHOWING UNUSUAL SPUNK IN CONFRONTING THE AUTHORITIES. 

THEIR ACTIVISM HAS ALMOST CERTAINLY BEEN INFLUENCED BY THE 
CONTINUING STUDENT/GOVERNMENT CONFRONTATION IN 
KUALA LUMPUR AND DEMONSTRATIONS IN RANGOON, WHICH HAVE 

RECEIVED EXTENSIVE PRESS COVERAGE HERE. WHILE THE 

GOS HAS CRACKED DOWN HARD AGAINST FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT, IT 

HAS SO FAR BEEN RELATIVELY RESTRAINED IN DEALING WITH THE 
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LATEST MANIFESTATIONS OF INDIGENOUS STUDENT DISSENT. STRONG STUDENT 
REACTION TO THE EXIULSION APPEARS TO HAVE TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT 
BY SURPRISE. ONLY A WEEK AGO AUTHORITIES IN THE MINISTRY 
OF HOME AFFAIRS WERE SUPREEMELY CONFIDENT THAT STUDENT 
ACTIVISM WOULD NOT BECOME A SERIOUS PROBLEM IN SINGAPORE. 

THE EVENTS OF THE LAST THREE DAYS HAVE ALMOST CERTAINLY 
SHAKEN THEIR CONFIDENCE. AT THIS POINT IT REMAINS 
UNCLEAR WHAT STRATEGY THE GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO 
ADOPT TO DEAL WITH MOUNTING STUDENT DEFIANCE. 

GRANT 
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